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ASH WEDNESDAY

6.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist

Celebrant: The Rector
Readings: Ian Boa
Sidespeople: Helen Kemp & volunteer

PREPARATION
Dear friends in Christ, as we begin the season of Lent we are reminded that, in our Christian lives, we seek to realise the
death of Jesus so that God may be glorified in our worship and through our witness in the world. Saint Paul writes of
‘carrying around the death of Jesus in our bodies, so that the life of Jesus may be clearly shown in our bodies’ (2 Cor 4.
10). It is through baptism that we die into Christ’s death (Rom 6. 3– 4) so that we may share in his resurrection. In
beginning our Lenten observance, we are therefore reminded of our baptism, and how Christ’s death on the cross may
clearly be shown in our lives. We now come before God in penitence, reflecting on our life in Christ. We pledge ourselves
to observe this season of self‐examination, discipline, and self‐denial with sincerity, prayer, and reverent reflection on
holy Scripture, seeking God’s purpose for us, and modelling our lives on the example of Christ Jesus.

Organ Prelude Johann Nicolaus Hanff: Erbarm dich mein, o Herre Gott
Opening Hymn
1 From ashes to the living font
your Church must journey, Lord,
baptised in grace, in grace renewed,
by your most holy word.

4 For thirsting hearts let waters flow,
our fainting souls revive;
and at the well your waters give –
our everlasting life.

2 Through fasting, prayer, and charity,
your voice speaks deep within,
returning us to ways of truth
and turning us from sin.

5 From ashes to the living font
your Church must journey still;
through cross and tomb to Easter joy,
in Spirit‐fire fulfilled.

3 From desert to the mountaintop
in Christ our way we see,
so, tempered by temptation’s might,
we might transfigured be.

Opening

Alan J Hommerding
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Collect
O Lord, grant that your faithful people may enter this season of penitence with faithfulness,
and complete it with steadfast devotion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 58.1‐12 (please sit)
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the
house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a
nation that practised righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous
judgements, they delight to draw near to God. 3 ‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves,
but you do not notice?’ Look, you serve your own interest on your fast‐day, and oppress all your workers.
4
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will
not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down
the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
6
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your
own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rearguard. 9 Then you shall call, and
the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among
you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs
of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The LORD will
guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall
be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your ancient ruins shall be
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

Psalm 51.1‐12 (please join in saying the text in bold, pausing shortly at the *asterisk)
Refrain: Have mercy on me, O God.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving‐kindness;*
in your great compassion blot out my offences.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness*
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions,*
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned*
and done what is evil in your sight.
And so you are justified when you speak*

and upright in your judgement.
Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth,*
a sinner from my mother's womb.
For behold, you look for truth deep within me,*
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.
Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure;*
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
Make me hear of joy and gladness,*
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins*
and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,*
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence*
and take not your holy Spirit from me.
Refrain: Have mercy on me, O God.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5.20b‐6.10
We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. As we work together with him, we urge you
also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, ‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on
a day of salvation I have helped you.’ See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3 We
are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of
God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 in honour and dishonour, in ill repute and good repute.
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we
are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich;
as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

Gospel Acclamation (please stand)

Words & Music: Bernadette Farrell
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Gospel: Matthew 6.1‐6,16‐21 (please stand)
When it is announced: Glory to Christ our Saviour.
Jesus said: ‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 5 ‘And
whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at
the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 16 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites,
for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
19
‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break
in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Give thanks to the Lord for this glorious Gospel. Praise to Christ our Lord.

Homily: The Rector
THE LITANY & IMPOSITION OF ASHES
The Litany (please sit or kneel)
God the Father, have mercy on us.
God the Son, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, have mercy on us.
From all evil and mischief: from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy:
from envy, hatred, and malice: and from all evil intent, good Lord, deliver us.
From sloth, worldliness, and love of money:
from hardness of heart and contempt for your word and your laws, good Lord, deliver us.
From sins of body and mind: from the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil;
from error and false doctrine, good Lord, deliver us.
In all times of sorrow, in all times of joy: in the hour of death, and at the day of judgement,

good Lord, deliver us.
Govern and direct your holy Church: fill it with love and truth:
and grant it that unity which is your will. Hear us, good Lord.
Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to make disciples of all the nations.

Hear us, good Lord.

Enlighten your ministers with knowledge and understanding, that by their teaching and their lives they may
proclaim your word. Hear us, good Lord.
Give your people grace to hear and receive your word, and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.

Hear us, good Lord.
Bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived. Hear us, good Lord.
Strengthen those who stand: comfort and help the faint‐hearted: raise up the fallen;
and finally beat down Satan under our feet. Hear us, good Lord.
Give us true repentance: forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and our deliberate sins: and grant
us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your holy word.

Holy God
Holy Strong
Holy Immortal
Have mercy on us.
Silence

Act of Penitence
Create in us clean hearts, O God: and renew a right spirit within us.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth,
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed.
We have not loved you with all our being,
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves:
we have disfigured your image in which we are made.
In your mercy, forgive what we have been and what we have done,
guide us and help us to amend our lives, and bring us to fullness of life in you,
for the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Imposition of Ashes
Almighty God, you have compassion on all your children, and hate nothing you have made; you do not desire
the death of sinners, but that they turn from their ways and live. May these ashes be for us, who are redeemed
through the cross of Christ, a sign of our death to sin, and the pledge of our life in Christ; who lives and reigns
for ever and ever. Amen.
I invite you to receive the mark of Christ’s cross, with which we are signed at Baptism, and by which we are
forgiven our sins and live to the glory of God.
Please leave your mask on as you come forward to receive the ashes.

Organ reflection Paul Hindemith: Ruhig bewegt (Sonata II)
Lord God Almighty, your people are washed clean in the saving flood of baptism, and born again: As we follow
the way of the cross, we ask you to unseal for us the wellspring of your grace, cleanse our hearts of all that is
not holy, and cause your gift of new life to flourish in us; grant this through Jesus Christ your Son, who sets us
free from sin, and lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, holy and mighty God, world without
end. Amen.

The Peace (please stand) We meet in Christ's name. Let us share his peace.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Offertory Hymn (please stand)
1 Again we keep this solemn fast,
a gift of faith from ages past,
this Lent which binds us lovingly
to faith and hope and charity.

4 Let us avoid each harmful way
that lures the careless mind astray;
by watchful prayer our spirits free
from scheming of the Enemy.

2 The law and prophets from of old
in figured ways this Lent foretold,
which Christ, all ages' Lord and Guide,
in these last days has sanctified.

5 We pray, O blessed Three in One,
our God while endless ages run,
that this our Lent of forty days,
may bring us growth and give you praise.

3 More sparing, therefore, let us make
the words we speak, the food we take,
our sleep, our laughter, every sense;
learn peace through holy penitence.

ascribed to St Gregory the Great, c.540‐604;
tr. Peter J. Scagnelli & J M Neale
OneLicense # A‐632863

Offertory Prayer (please stand)
Let us present our offerings to the Lord. Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory,
the splendour and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things
come from you, and of your own we give you.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Worship and praise belong to you, maker of light and darkness. Your wisdom draws beauty from chaos, brings
a harvest out of sorrow and leads the exiles home. In Christ your Son enemies are reconciled, debts forgiven
and strangers made welcome. Your Spirit frees us to live as sons and daughters in our Father's house. We who
by Christ's power follow the way of the Cross, sharing the joy of his obedience, now offer you our praise, with
angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your unending glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(please sit)

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father, for Christ in whom the world is reconciled. Lifted on the
Cross, his suffering and forgiveness spanned the gulf our sins had made. Through that dark struggle death was
swallowed up in victory, that life and light might reign. Before he was given up to suffering and death, recalling
the night of Israel's release, the night in which the sons of Egypt died, your Chosen One, himself the First‐
Born, freely offered his life. At supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the

bread, and gave it to them, saying: "Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you." After supper, he took the
cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying: "Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new
covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me."

We now obey your Son’s command.
We recall his blessed passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension;
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts
and with them ourselves,
a single, holy, living sacrifice.
Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that,
overshadowed by the Spirit’s life‐giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be
kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptised into
the fellowship of Christ's Body
to live and work to your praise and glory;
may we grow together in unity and love
until at last, in your new creation,
we enter into our heritage
in the company of the Virgin Mary,
the apostles, and prophets,
and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory
be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The living bread is broken for the life of the world. Lord, unite us in this sign.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Do not bring us to the time of trial but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, Redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

Communion
Communion is administered at the bottom of the chancel steps. Please use the hand sanitiser provided before
taking off and putting on your face mask before and after receiving communion.

1 With joy and by the Spirit led
the Church of Christ seeks desert paths,
all else forgotten, God alone
to worship and to follow thee.

3 There bread from heaven shall sustain
and water from the rock be struck;
there shall his people hear his word,
the living God encounter there.

2 There silence shall set free the will,
the heart to one desire restore;
there each restraint shall purify
and strengthen those who seek the Lord.

4 All praise to God who calls his Church
to make her exodus from sin,
that tested, fasting and prepared,
she may go up to keep the feast.
© St Mary’s Abbey, West Malling

THANKSGIVING AND SENDING OUT
Post Communion Prayer
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your
Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened
the gate of glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring
life to others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise
your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Final Hymn (please stand)
1 Forty days and forty nights
thou wast fasting in the wild;
forty days and forty nights
tempted, and yet undefiled:

4 And if Satan, vexing sore,
flesh or spirit should assail,
thou, his vanquisher before,
grant we may not faint nor fail.

2 Sunbeams scorching all the day
chilly dew‐drops nightly shed;
prowling beats about the way;
stones thy pillow, earth thy bed.

5 So shall we have peace divine;
holier gladness ours shall be;
round us too shall angels shine,
such as ministered to thee.

3 Shall not we thy sorrows share
and from earthly joys abstain,
fasting with unceasing prayer,
glad with thee to suffer pain?

6 Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,
ever constant by thy side,
that with thee we may appear
at the eternal Eastertide.
G.H. Smyttan & Francis Pott

The Blessing & Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Postlude Felix Mendelssohn: Andante (Sonata 6) op.65,6

