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Saturday 16th April 2022

9 p.m. The Easter Vigil

The Blessing of the Fire and Preparation of the Candle
We gather outside the church (weather permitting). All stand and face the Easter fire.
Dear friends in Christ, let us begin our solemn Vigil. On this most holy night when our Saviour Jesus Christ
passed from death to life, we gather, with all the Church throughout the world, to watch and pray. This is
the Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and word, through water, bread and wine, let us celebrate the
new life that Christ shares with us.
The President blesses the fire:
Almighty God, who gloriously raised your only‐begotten Son from the dead: sanctify this fire, that it may be
a sign of life and hope; may we, who celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, be set aflame with
love, and renewed in faith, so that we may shine as a light in the world, and glorify you in our lives; through
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The President traces a cross in the Paschal candle, Alpha and Omega, and the numerals of the current year,
saying,
Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega,
all time belongs to him,
and all ages;
to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever.

Amen.
Incense studs are inserted into the Paschal Candle as these words are said:
By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. Amen.
The Paschal Candle is lit from the Easter fire. The President says:
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

The Procession
Carried aloft, the Paschal Candle leads the congregation into the church.
At the door:

The light of Christ.

All:

Thanks be to God

The clergy and servers light their candles from the Paschal Candle.
The Paschal Candle leads the congregation to the centre of the Nave.
The light of Christ.

All:

Thanks be to God

The candles of the congregation are lit from the Paschal Candle. The Paschal Candle leads the congregation
to where its stand has been prepared:
The light of Christ.

All:

Thanks be to God

The Paschal Candle is placed on its stand.

The EXULTET is sung

(please sit)

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ, our
King is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation! Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour, radiant in the
brightness of your King: Christ has conquered, glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever! Rejoice, O Mother
Church! Exult in glory! The risen Saviour shines upon you! Let this place resound with joy, echoing the
mighty song of all God’s people.

It is right and good that with full hearts and minds and voices we should praise you, the unseen God,
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who has saved us by his death, paid the price of Adam’s sin
and reconciled us once again to you. For this is the Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb is slain,
whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. This is the night, when you first saved our forebears,
freeing Israel from slavery and leading them dry‐shod through the sea. This truly is the night when the pillar
of fire destroyed the darkness of sin. This is the night, when all who trust in Christ are freed from sin,

restored to grace and holiness and share the victory of God. This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the
chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave. O God, how wonderful your care for us. O how
boundless your merciful love, to ransom a slave you gave away your Son. O happy fault, O necessary sin of
Adam, which gained for us so great a redeemer. O most blessed of all nights, chosen by God to see Christ
rising from the dead. Of this night scripture says: ‘The night will be bright as day, it will become my light and
my joy.’ The power of this holy night puts evil to flight, washes sin away, restores lost innocence and turns
mourning into joy. It cast out hatred, brings us peace and humbles earthly pride. Therefore, in the joy of this
night, accept this candle, our sacrifice of praise, the work of bees and of human hands, your Church’s
solemn offering. May this pillar of fire, a flame, divided but undimmed, glow to the honour of God.
Therefore, we pray, accept this Easter candle, consecrated to the honour of your name: let it mingle with
the lights of heaven and dispel the darkness of this night. May the Morning Star find it still burning. For
Christ, the true Morning Star, is risen from the dead and sheds peaceful light on all the world; who lives and
reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, recalling how he saved
his people in ages past and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that
through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun.

First Reading Genesis 1. 1–2.4a
Psalm 104. 1–7
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Prayer
O God, who wondrously created and yet more wondrously restored our human nature:
enlighten our hearts and minds to resist the selfish distractions of sin and so be made worthy
to reach the endless joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Reading Genesis 7. 1–5,11–18; 8. 6–19; 9. 8–13
Psalm 36

Prayer
Grant, O Lord, that we who are baptised into the death of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
may continually put to death our evil desires and be buried with him; and that through the
grave and gate of death we may pass to our joyful resurrection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Third Reading Genesis 22. 1–18
Psalm 16.7‐12
A Gregory Murray OSB
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Prayer
Almighty God, whose chosen servant Abraham faithfully obeyed your call and rejoiced in
your promise that, in him, all the families of the earth should be blessed: give us a faith like
his, that, in us, your promises may be fulfilled; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Reading Exodus 14. 10–31; 15. 20–21
Canticle Exodus 15. 1b–13, 17–18 (The Song of Moses)
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Prayer
O God, whose marvellous deeds of old cast their light on our present times, and by the
power of whose right hand your chosen people was delivered from slavery under Pharaoh,
to signify the saving of all the nations through the waters of rebirth: grant that the whole
world may be counted among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of
Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

Fifth Reading Isaiah 55.1‐11
Psalm 113

Prayer
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their
rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to
your heavenly city where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sixth Reading Ezekiel 36. 24–28
Psalm 42. 1–7
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Prayer
Almighty God, grant that as we keep the Paschal Feast, alight with desire for your kingdom,
we may thirst in faith for the well‐spring and fountain of life, our Lord Jesus Christ your Son;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.

The Gloria (please stand)
The candles of the altar are lit and Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is sung by all, during which
bells may be rung. The church lights are switched on.

The Collect
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: stir
up in your Church that Spirit of adoption given to us in baptism; that, being renewed both in
body and mind, we may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.

The Epistle Romans 6. 3–11 (please sit)
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer
be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives
to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
At the end the reader says: This is the word of the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (please stand)

Bernadette Farrell
OneLicense # A‐632863

Gospel: Luke 24.1‐12 (please stand)
When it is announced: Glory to Christ our Saviour.
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the
body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he
was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third
day rise again.’ 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they
did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Give thanks to the Lord for this glorious Gospel. Praise to Christ our Lord.

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
The president and servers lead the procession to the font. Please assemble around the font.

Processional Hymn
1 Blest be the everlasting God,
the Father of our Lord!
Be his abounding mercy praised,
his majesty adored!

3 There’s an inheritance divine
reserved against that day;
'tis uncorrupted, undefiled,
and cannot fade away.

2 When from the dead he raised his Son,
and called him to the sky,
he gave our souls a lively hope
that they should never die.

4 Saints by the power of God are kept,
till that salvation come:
we walk by faith as strangers here,
but Christ shall call us home.
Isaac Watts after 1 Peter 1.3‐5

The Presiding Celebrant says:
Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whose great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope:

All:

Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

The Baptismal Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Praise and thanksgiving be to you, Author of all being;
for on this night your only‐begotten Son
passed through the waters of death, and
rose to new life, the firstborn of your new creation.
He that died upon the cross, was buried,
and descended to the dead;
he broke the chains of death,
and opened for us the gates of salvation.
As you delivered Noah from the waters of the flood,
and led the children of Israel through the Red Sea,
so you deliver your people from the waters of chaos.
As your Son, when he hung upon the cross,
gave forth water from his side along with blood,
so you grant us a well‐spring of life.
Look therefore with love upon the face of your Church,
and unseal for us, and all the world,
the fountain of new birth.
The base of the Paschal candle is lowered into the water

Send down upon the waters of this font
and upon your people
your holy and life‐giving Spirit.
Lead those who are baptised
with Christ through the waters of death,
to be one with him in his resurrection;
and sustain your people by your Spirit
to bring hope and strength to the world.

The Paschal candle is removed from the water

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be to you,
Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.
After the Baptismal Prayer over the waters of the font, all stand, holding lighted candles in their hands, and
renew the promise of baptismal faith. The president addresses the congregation.

The Christian life means turning from evil and turning to Christ.
All:

Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.

All:

Do you repent of sin?
I repent of sin.

All:

Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

All:

Will you follow Christ?
I will follow Christ.

All:

Do you believe in God the Father, who made the world?
I believe.

All:

Do you believe in God the Son, who redeemed humankind?
I believe.

All:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to God’s people?
I believe.

All:

All:

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
As disciples of Christ,
will you continue in the Apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.

All:

Will you proclaim the good news by word and deed,
serving Christ in all people?
With the help of God, I will.

All:

Will you work for justice and peace,
honouring God in all Creation?
With the help of God, I will.

All:

This is the task of the Church.
This is our task: to live and work for the kingdom of God.

The president sprinkles all with holy water as a symbol of our renewed baptismal vows.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new birth by water
and the Holy Spirit, and has bestowed on us forgiveness of all our sins, guard us by his grace,
and grant us, when our earthly course is ended, resurrection to eternal life, through the
same Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
We meet in Christ’s name

All

Let us share his peace.

We extinguish our candles and return to our seats.

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Offertory Reflection Anon. (16th cent.): Allemande ‘The Prince’
Offertory Prayer (please stand)
Let us present our offerings to the Lord.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty; for
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own we
give you.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Worship and praise belong to you, Author of all being. Your power sustains, your love restores, our broken
world. You are unceasingly at work, from chaos bringing order and filling emptiness with life. Christ, raised
from the dead, proclaims the dawn of hope. He lives in us that we may walk in light. Your Spirit is fire in us,
your breath is power to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. As children of your redeeming purpose,
freed by him who burst from the tomb and opened the gate of life, we offer you our praise, with angels and
archangels and the whole company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(please sit)

Praise and thanksgiving be to you, Lord of all, for by the Cross eternal life is ours and death is swallowed up
in victory. In the first light of Easter, glory broke from the tomb and changed the women’s sorrow into joy.
From the Garden the mystery dawned that he whom they had loved and lost is with us now in every place
for ever. Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, speaking peace to his fearful disciples,
welcoming weary fisherman on the shore, he renewed his promise of his presence and of a new birth in the
Spirit, who sets the seal of freedom on your sons and daughters. Before he was given up to suffering and
death, recalling the night of Israel’s release, the night in which slaves walked free, at supper with his
disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat.
This is my Body: it is broken for you.” After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to
them saying: “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all,
that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.”

We now obey your Son’s command.
We recall his blessed passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension;
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts
and with them ourselves,
a single, holy, living sacrifice.
Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that,
overshadowed by his life‐giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled
with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptised into
the fellowship of Christ's Body
to live and work to your praise and glory;
may we grow together in unity and love
until at last, in your new creation,

we enter into our heritage
in the company of the Virgin Mary,
the apostles, and prophets,
and of all our brothers and sisters
living and departed.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory
be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The living bread is broken for the life of the world. Lord, unite us in this sign.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Do not bring us to the time of trial
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us, alleluia.
Therefore let us celebrate the feast, alleluia, alleluia.
Communion
Communion is administered at the bottom of the chancel steps. Please use the hand sanitiser provided.

1 O tree of life, by running stream,
your roots sink deep in ancient dream
of life reborn from death’s dark flood
turned crystal clear by paschal blood.
2 O Tree of Life, we hunger still
for fruit that grows on that far hill.
We seek the One who rose alone
from throne of wood to glory’s Throne.

3 O Tree of Life, we bow in praise
before the One to glory raised.
In love to reign in majesty
through your bright wood, O living Tree!
Genevieve Glen OSB
© The Benedictine Nuns of the Abbey of St Walburga

Post Communion Prayer
Lord, you have nourished us with the Easter sacrament: fill us with the spirit of your love,
and unite us in faith; that we may be witnesses to the resurrection and show your glory to all
the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Final Hymn (please stand)
1 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave‐clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
2 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
French 19th Century
tr. Richard Hoyle

The Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work; working in you that which
is pleasing and good; And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, alleluia, alleluia.
In the name of Christ, alleluia, alleluia.

Organ Postlude Jeremiah Clarke: The Prince of Denmark’s March
Services on Easter Day
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist

